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REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
February 9, 2016, 7:00 pm at City Hall, 100 W Halsey St., Halsey, OR 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present:   Mayor Marjean Cline, City Council President Rella Johnson, Councilor Ken Lorensen, 

Councilor Jerry Gillson, Councilor Eric Harless, Councilor Jennifer Johnson, Councilor Lee 
Skinner, City Administrator Ronda Fischer 

 
Absent:   None   
 
Staff Present:   Municipal Clerk Martha Chamberlain, Assistant City Recorder Hilary Norton, Librarian TJ 

Gillson, Public Works Randy McMillen 
 
Guests:   Don Ware, Sgt. Klein, Lt. Duncan, Sheriff Riley, Alex Alvarez, Shar Skinner  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes from Council Meeting Tuesday January 12, 2016 
 

Move to: approve the minutes from the Council Workshop and the Council Meeting on 
Tuesday January 12, 2016 

 Motion by:  Councilor Lorensen, seconded by Councilor Harless 
                        Vote: 
                        Ayes:  Unanimous 
                        Motion Carries 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS AND APPROVAL OF JOURNAL ENTRIES 
 
There were no questions or comments. 
 
 Move to: approve the financial reports and the journal entries as submitted. 
 Motion by:  Councilor Lorensen, seconded by Councilor Harless 
                        Vote: 
                        Ayes:  Unanimous 
                        Motion Carries 
 

This document is supplemented by electronic audio recordings of the meeting which may be 
reviewed at www.cityofhalsey.com or upon request to the City Recorder.  An adobe file of this 
written document can also be reviewed on line at www.cityofhalsey.com. 
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AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS 
 

There is an additional Budget Committee Application to consider under Agenda Item K.1. 
 
Linn County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Lt. Duncan reported that in the month of January, there were 7 incidents investigated in Halsey.  There 
was increase traffic patrol, with nine warnings and one citation issued.  93 hours were spent in Halsey, 
nine of which were on traffic patrol.  The only reportable crime was a break in to a vacant home. 
 
Mayor Cline expressed concern about the vacant home at 315 W J Street, and asked if the deputies 
could check it regularly. 
 
Sheriff Riley asked for feedback on the restructure that took place about a year ago that created the city 
liaisons – Lt. Duncan and Sgt. Klein to help improve communication with the cities.  Administrator 
Fischer responded that it is working well and they have been very responsive.  Sheriff Riley also invited 
the Councilors to attend the next Citizen’s Academy.  It begins in April, and will familiarize them with all 
the different departments of the Sheriff’s office.  Classes are taught by the Sheriff Department staff, and 
are free. 
 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS (Non-Agenda Items) 
 
Hilary Norton addressed the Council.  She requested that the Council hear the staff members that would 
like to speak to council before making a decision about the proposed staff contribution to Health 
Benefits.  The Council consensus was to allow this during the agenda item. 
 
 
REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
 
City Administrator Ronda Fischer 
 
Public Works will be flushing the water lines on April 17th.  Citizens may experience fluctuations in water 
pressure or water discoloration. 
 
The Statements of Economic Interest will be electronic this year.  The City Administrator is waiting for a 
PIN number to set up access for the Councilors.  Once it is set up, there will be a training on how to fill 
out the forms on line. 
 
The city is considering intergovernmental agreements with Brownsville and with Harrisburg that would 
allow assistance from their public works staff in the event that both of Halsey’s public works staff are 
unavailable.  Likewise, those cities would be able to request help from Halsey if needed.  If Andy 
Ridinger were out sick for an extended period of time, Halsey could function under the license of 
personnel from one of those cities. 
 
Public Works 
 
There were no questions about the Public Works report. 
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Library – TJ Gillson 
 
The current total volumes in the library are 3301 books and 2 computers, with a value of $55,719.  The 
threshold count is at 10-11 per day and recently both computers have been used all day on some days.  
There are new comfortable chairs in the library.  There is a fundraiser coming up on Saturday April 23 – a 
5K Run/Walk.  Library supporters are hoping that it can become an annual event and bring some 
additional exposure for Halsey.  Through the Ready to Read grant from the state, there is a possibility of 
having a performer come for free.   Also, there is a possibility of getting tickets to the State Fair to give 
away as incentives for the Summer Reading Program.  The Linn County Sheriff’s office is excited about 
doing a safety course as part of the Summer Reading Program.  Arlene Weible from the State Library 
helped to get the Halsey Library set up with a fabulous array of on-line resources that are now accessible 
from the library and from the website.  These include databases of on-line periodicals, programs for 
tutorials in math, science, reading, tests, test preparation for SAT, ACT, GED, and various career skills 
tests, tools for homeschoolers, and also job listing and job search tools. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Infrastructure Committee – Mayor Cline 
 
The Infrastructure Committee toured the water plant, sewer facilities, reviewed maps of the drainage 
system, and had a chance to ask questions.  A tour will be scheduled for a committee member who was 
unable to be there, if possible, before the next meeting is scheduled. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approve the Budget Committee Applications for Andrew Geoghegan and Monte Smith 
 
Councilor Harless requested that the applications be considered separately. 
 
 
 Motion to:  appoint Andrew Goeghegan to the City of Halsey Budget Committee, term 
 to expire June 2019 
 Motion by:  Councilor Harless, seconded by Councilor R. Johnson 
   Vote: 
   Ayes: unanimous 
   Motion Carries 
 
 Motion to:  appoint Monte Smith to the City of Halsey Budget Committee, term to 
 expire in June 2019 
 Motion by:  Councilor Lorensen, seconded by Councilor Skinner 
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There was some discussion.  Councilor Harless requested tabling the appointment pending research into 
the applicant’s history with the city, because the application was received too late to go out in the 
Council Packets. 
    
The motion to appoint was still on the table. 
 
   Vote: 
   Ayes: Councilor J Johnson, Councilor Skinner 
   Nays: Councilor Harless, Councilor Lorensen, Councilor R Johnson, Councilor 
   Gillson (abstention) 
   Motion Fails 
 
 
 Motion to:  table the consideration of the Budget Committee Application of Monty 
 Smith until the March City Council Meeting 
 Motion by:  Councilor Harless, seconded by Councilor R. Johnson 
   Vote: 
   Ayes: unanimous 
   Motion Carries 
 
 
Health Insurance Benefit Contribution 
 
Assistant City Recorder Hilary Norton, Public Works Randy McMillen and Municipal Clerk Martha 
Chamberlain each addressed the council.  They requested the council to consider not requiring the 
contribution from employees for Health Insurance.  Issues raised were the amount of volunteer time 
and donations contributed to the community by city employees, the financial difficulties of supporting a 
family, the loyalty and investment and years of service of the employees.  There was some discussion.  
Council consensus was to proceed with budgeting for the planned contribution as proposed. 
 
Halsey Planning Consultant 
 
The city received the proposed contract from the firm that Eric Adams joined.  Costs would be $85/hour 
for junior staff and $120/hour for services like site design review and comprehensive plan amendment.  
City staff met with David Kinney, who works with several small cities, including Brownsville, Mill City and 
Scio.  He provides a multitude of services for $75/hour.  He is also willing to mentor and help develop 
city staff to be able to do more permit and land use application reviews in-house.  He offered to do a 
training workshop on land use with the Planning Commission.  City staff think he would be a good fit. 
 
 Motion to:  approve the ratification of the City of Halsey Professional Services 
 Agreement, between the City of Halsey and David W. Kinney, Community Development 
 Consultant, for Planning Consultation Services, effective February 10, 2016 

   Motion by:  Councilor Harless, seconded by Councilor Skinner 
   Vote: 
   Ayes: unanimous 
   Motion Carries 
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RESOLUTIONS AND ORDINANCES 
 
 
Resolution 2016-617 – A Resolution Updating the City of Halsey Personnel Policy Sick Leave Benefit and 
Amending Resolution No. 2015-614. 
 
The majority of the changes are updating the City of Halsey Personnel Policy to comply with the new 
laws.  This change would allow unpaid sick leave during probation to comply with the state law.  It would 
also allow an employee to borrow against up to two days of sick time if in the hospital for surgery or 
recovering from surgery.  If all sick leave is exhausted, it would allow other employees to give some of 
their own sick leave to a coworker. 
 
 Motion to:  adopt Resolution 2016-617 – A Resolution Updating the City of Halsey 
 Personnel Policy Sick Leave Benefit and Amending Resolution No. 2015-614  
  Motion by:  Councilor Harless, seconded by Councilor R Johnson 
   Vote: 
   Ayes: unanimous 
   Motion Carries 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.  
  
 
 
_________________________________                  ___________________________________ 
Mayor Marjean Cline                                  Assistant City Recorder Hilary Norton  


